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CAF Numbers in “Pending Review” Status

To fulfill their professional obligations, practitioners—attorneys,
certified public accountants, enrolled agents, and tax return preparers
who participate in the Internal Revenue Service’s Annual Filing Season
Program—must comply with Circular 230, Regulations Governing
Practice before the Internal Revenue Service (31 CFR Subtitle A, Part
10), which is administered and enforced by the IRS’s Office of
Professional Responsibility (OPR). Only the OPR has authority to
suspend or revoke, through disbarment, a practitioner’s eligibility and
authority to practice before the IRS.

A prerequisite to representing a taxpayer before the IRS is filing a
Form 2848. Power of Attornev and Declaration of Representative.
Validly completed authorizations, which specify the tax periods and
taxes to which they relate, are recorded on the IRS’s Centralized

Authorization File (CAF).[1]

To prevent unauthorized disclosure of taxpayer information, in certain
circumstances a practitioner’s CAF number may be suspended pending
an IRS review into whether the CAF number has been compromised
owing to identity theft or other fraud. This article provides background
on the IRS’s procedures relating to suspended CAF numbers, including
how an affected practitioner can expedite the resolution of a CAF
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